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COMMUNICATION METHOD USING CUSTOMISABLE 3ANNERS 

Statgira n: regarding; Rglaied Ap pHcatioDS 

This patent application claims pnonty to US provisional pat:snt appiicatiou 
Xo. 60/238,955, the conieni of v/hjch is iiicoiporatecj herein by reference, 

BactoGimd of lhe bventioti 

This iuventao-n relates to banner presentation software^ m particiibr to 
bofovare which allows a mtv to edit electronic banners md control ibeir display, 

Eleca^oiiic bauiners have been used for several years on the Internet in 
order to advertise products ajEid/or seiviccs via a display of imerestiiig iiiibrmatioa 
asr^ociated vv^ii) sacti products/services. Until no^^, the control of the coatent of 
SUCH broi^sm has beeij m the hards of the web site wcbmasier. Alti^Qugh he 
coiijd control the display and timing of display of bamiers on iiis ^Aebsne, die 
narore of tlie nit;&.sagc oi such banners was iieccssanly broaid, ha^'iilg to appeal to 
a cetiam extent to a large number of viewers about; whose tastes the webmasxei 
bad luile or no Icnowledg^^ 

Users and compaaies however, have ver}^ particaLir corrmiiimcations n^eds 
sBcli a ac'^d for a task reminder or a cak^idar lemmder for upcomiitg meetings, 
etc., ill very specLncally tailored or customized to the user^s aeeds- This 
inibnnation w^s generally conveyed to the user via specialized softw-aie such as 
.Microsoft Oudook or otlier time manageiiieiit softv^^ixe 

Microsoft Office '97 offers an intelbgenl helper, bdi c;oiiti^cl ax such helper 
IS completely in tlie Lands of each user. Thus, there is no means by v^-hich the 
maiagexnent of a cnnipaiiy cm per^idtently oorn-mimicate ^vith its eaiployees in a 
highly v^i^ibie jnaraier. 

Message boards have b^en available in differeat fornix Howevct, the 
frequency md diualion of the showing of messages may no: be coBtrplI&d. 



I 



xj.^-.- .^.^u r^^^ii^ 340 $9 60 BiaiUN SA GENEVA 



Further, imfoxtujoaiely. most if not all of these piogiauis are closed ajid 
iherefors not vj^ibb during significanr mtervais of tune during the user's workiixg 
day 

Thsreforg wtiiix is needed is a method which provides cubtcmized 
remnder^ in a n^ore persistent eaviiomeiit, therefore, lucreiisi'ng the likelihood 
thai the message was communicated. 

Brief Descjjpt iqn gfiheDrawm ^s 
FIG. 1 IS a ilow chart of the initialization step of me invention- 
FIG 2 is a sc;recu pmit of z Gxapbical User Interface on which the 
mveotionis implemented, 

FIG. 3 '.s a How chart of the openttiond step of the invention. 

Suminary of the Invep tipn 

A baimer rnariagement method i$ piovidsd wliich operates oa a bxowser 
user interlace on P^mm^h in a nevworK of tennimis. The method cumprisiiig the 
steps of: { V) imtiali&ing a ooinmand file with inputs from a system ad5Dmi$trator 
of toe jielwork, meluding pro\ddiiig an interface by which the system 
adr-iiini&tiatDr caa m%Xomu& b^dmers displayed on each biwser interface; and (2) 
executing the command file, thiis^ displaying banners as ordered by ttie command 
file, 

Detailed Descript ioa of the Preferred Embodiment 

This application incoq^craies by reference the contents of US Patent 
5,787,254 and US Patent Application Sen No. 09/447,293, 

Referring no^ to FIGS, 1 and 2 , the method coxnprisuig the steps of. (1) 
initiahsmg a command tile with inputs from a systsMii adnuxastxator of the 
Tsenvork, inc^Iuding providing m interface by wh'ch t}ie system administrator can 
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ciiS^oroue barEiars 2 displayed on each browser interfacs 4; and (2) c:xccuting the 
command 51c, thus displaying batmers 2 as ordered by die cornniaiid fxlt. 

In tne first srep, initialization lO, a compaUr system inchidiag at least tu'o 
pv=!r^oiia1 corapiaers connsctcd in a network, is initialled in an miuahzation 

Ib a fiist mitiaiizme step IZ, the method quenes a system administrator for 
:mtiali7,ine mpozs mcluding a sdection of at least in part customized fcaimer^ aiid 
jiiy display ssiqueacc and time duration iiifcrmation 

In second initialising step 22, tlie iretiiod creates a ooaimand file based 
on the input^j received, 

b a third intitialisiiig step 24. the inethod 3cive$ the command ilk, 

Roferrhi^ now to FLC. X, the metiiod 30 of operation of the invendon is 

La a first op^xatioaal step 32, upon loading of the browser, tb^ metiiod 
executes Cm commaBd ffic. 

Irt a second operational step 34, tlie method displays banners according tc 
lii^ command fik, 

a third operaciouai step 3ti, optignall), if someone cHcks on tbe 
currently displayed banner, the browser performs a prescribed action, ^ch 
downioc^ding a document (such as a u-eb page) that is associated v^dth th^ 
currently displayed image. 

The mUiah2ation process 10 will now be described in furtiier deiaiL 
bi tiie first initia]i:^auon step 12, the Ibliowing substeps are executed. 
In a f\xst substep 14, when ih'Z Sysiem Administrator hgs on to the system 
adiran uioduie, tbe rdelhod pr:;ssnfs the user with £ popup window whicli qitenes 
the sysiem adm-n^sfrator as to whether he would hke to customize the barjciers 
being df.splayed. 

In a second substep 16, if the system administrator responds in the 
aiiBrmativc via a cb;ickboK on the popup, the jnethod press^uls the sysiem 
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i^diriLoistrator with a baimer aianagemeiit interface preser.tiog a banner directory 
tree oi exi^tmg bamer s organized under themes or subject headings, a coriUiimd 
file editor and a ci3stona baiuier composition window. 

In a terd siibstep 20, respond to usier inputs to conligxire the presematsor. 
of data and graphics on che banner window 

In the second initiaii2arion $tep 22, the oonraaud file editor is used to 
create the command fde. 

Tlie banner director tree incliides a directoiy structure of caiiaied and 
cu5toTTii;jed baxiiiei-s stored under cerlavi directory names, lilce Producdvity. 
Missioii Statement, attitiide/morale, PC tips. Research Tips, Meetings, On this 
Day io History, Dilbert, Birthdays. Selecting a directory tree theme opeos up 
sub themes and bsuiners which may be highlighted mc copies to the cominaric ffle 
ui^irig the a^mmaiid file editor. 

The conimar.d file ediiors allows the system admmisirator to select and 
cirrange baniiei^ a presenraiion order and assigit duration times to each banner, 
thus deierniming the length of tirriC each banner will be displayed. Optionally, a 
matmcr of display can be seiectedj such as a fiashzng display, a fade oaVui 
display, a scrolliiig display, etc. 

The custom banner composition windo^A presents Cae sysieni administraior 
with an animation, s^^bics and a text ednor by winch he can inpat and fonaat the 
position of text and graphics in creating a custom banner which he can save imder 
the directory ti^e under the folder naine of his choosing, Tlie banners created 
usiiig tliis editor may be simple text banners snch as "All Hands meeting today, 
1 1 30, in the Cafeteria*', or '*Jody birthday— she 32 ! or ^To optimise your 
PC; psnodically delete temp files" 

Td e third initialization step 24 of the initiaiisarion proce-ss 10, after the 
system admuiistiator has made bis selections of banners, iuci^jding any that he 
may have created using tlie custom bajiner editor, and has ordei^ed the banners to 
his IMng, using the cononusnd file editor^ he saves the cominand file- 
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In the second Etep of ihe rr.euod of the iaventiou. the system adminisuator 
may novv click execute, thus executixig th^ ccmmand fib. 

In another featiire of the invention the bannev management interface 
queries the system adtmnistrator if he would like to ci-eaie new coitimand fiks for 
execution at certain iixxies iii fne futxire, such as the next day. The kiterface of 
course inay provide control means pemittiiig the system adrjjjiistrator to 
proacti\el>' access this calendar feature. Thus, the system admmistrator ma> mark 
for exccutioa in the fiitiire the banners of Ms choosing. Further, tiie sysiem 
adinioistiator. using tjie baimer man^gemsnl hneiface^ can create command fiies 
ivliicb execute only 'Ojn ceilair. bxow^ers on the coiiipaiiy irjtranetj tbrQugb 
a^jsociaticit v. ith the browser ideutffiers of each user Thus the inveot^on may be 
used as a rf?miuder iivstena 

It should be noted that the system admmiscraior can be an mdividuai user. 
In im embodirneni each usei would be able lo casiomisre the banuers shown on 
their browsec- 

The method ts particularly advantageous when used with project-baissd 
brovvf^iDg, in wliich IriteiTiet researcl'i is tracked to 2 particular project naiTie 

Muiiiple variadoas and modificaiicns m t possible m fee embodiments of 
the inv^ziiion described h-^e. Although cerlain iliustraUve embodimem? af the 
invention have been shown and describtd htr% a wide range of modifications, 
chiinges, and substitutions is coritemplated in the foregoing disclosure. In some 
instances, some feanires of the present invendou maybe employed without a 
conespcnding me of 'rlie other f^ai'mes. Accordingly, it xt appropn^ite dial the 
loregomg descnption be construed broadly and imd^rstood as being given by way 
of illustration and example only, the sphit and scope of the invention being 
limited ordy by tJje appended claims. 
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